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The Reader's indulgence to @ number of little 
incorrectneſſes, not unuſual in haſty productions, 
and obvious enough to the judicious in theſe ſheets, 
is humbly craved, and preſumed upon. | 
His Lordſhip the Biſhop of Lincoln's Letter, 
with a copy of the Aſſociation entered into at 
Huntington, on Monday the 30 of September, 
and the Clerk of the Commitee's Letter, were re- 
ceived on Thurſday night, the 10 of October; 
and the diſcourſe, or eſſay, ſuch as it is, was 
ſpoke the Sunday following. 

Few excuſes will bear @ man out for trifling, 
in public eſpecially. The writer however is ſuf- 
ficiently ſenſible that moſt of his things are 
chiefly valuable, as they are ſeaſonable : and he 
hopes wi thal, that di iſcourſes on this — will 


very ſoon be gui te out of time, 


Rom. X111. I 2. 


Let every ſoul be ſubject unto the higher 


powers. For there is no power, but 
of God : the powers that be, are 
ordained of God. Whoſoever there- 


fore refifteth the power, refiteth the 
ordinance of God : and they that 


refit, ſhall receive to ale es 


damnation. 


HE Apoſtle in this Chapter lays down 

the duty of Chriſtians, of what rank 

and condition ſoever, to their civi ! Governor 
in the ſtrongeſt and moſt expreſs terms that 
can be conceived; and urges the practice of 


it from the weightieft of all motives, a re- 


gard to their intereſt in a future and endleſs 
ſtate, 
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(2) 
Let every ſoul, or perſon, fays he, without 
exception, high or low, rich or poor, learn- 
ed or unlearned, laity or clergy, ſubmit them- 


ſelves unto or obey,.and to the utmoſt of 
their power ſupport and defend the civil 


Magiſtrate they live unger. For Govern- 


I ment is of Divine commiſſion and authority; ; 
and the particular ber ſons exerciſing it, do it 


by the permiſſion, the direction, or appoint- 


ment of Heaven. —Whoever therefore he 
be chat reſiſts, refuſes to obey, or rebels a- 
gainſt the ſupreme magiſtrate ; and what pre- 


tence ſoever he may find, or may feign, to 


excuſe or color over his proceedings, reſiſts 


or oppoſes the ordnance or appointment of 


God: and they that thus reſiſt or oppoſe the 
Divine Will, ſhall receive Damnation; incur 
and entail u upon thernſelyes endleſs defrudtion, 
the ruin of body and foul in hell, —Rulers 
are objects of terror, not to well, butt to evil 


1 Tu 


| doers.— Would) you then have nothing to 
apprehend from Hi civil magiſtrate ?>— do 
that which is good, and you run no hazard; 


any 


(41 
nay, may meet with applaut ſe, or incouragement 
at preſent ; but moſt certainly with a future 
reward, For in theſe circu mſtances eſpecially 
the Magiſtrate is the Miniſter of God to 
thee for good, — — But if chou do evil; then | in- 
deed thou haſt reaſon to fear. For tis not 


in Vain that he beareth, or is intruſted with 
the fooord, or power of puniſhi ng ; he is the 
Miniſter of Ged, an inſtrument i in the hand 
of Omnipotence, to execute diſpleaſu re or 
vengeance at preſent upon evi doers — diſor- 
derly, diſobedient, or rebellious ſubjects, as 
a pledge or foretaſt of what they are to ex- 
pet hereafter. — 'Tis therefore a Chriſtian' 8 
neceſſary and indiſpenſable Duty to obey his 
civil Governor, not only for fear of wrath, 
of preſent or temporal puniſhment, but for 
conſcience s ſake 700; to avoid the guilt of 
Rehelli on and Treaſon againſt Heaven here, 
ä and che inſu pportable and endleſs puniſhment 
of it after death. — For the very ſame 
reaſon pay we tribute alſo, Governors are 
all along to be looked upon and treated, as 
"KS the 
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the miniſters or ſervants of God, making 
it their buſineſs and endeavor to diſcharge 
the commiſſion they are intruſted with, 
with equity and fidelity. — We are to 
render to all therefore their juſt dues, of 
all kinds : not only to reverence and obey 
the Magiſtrate, but readily and chear- 


Fully to contribute in our proportion to the 


ſupport and defence of his Per/6n and Go- 


vernment; by paying all taxes and cuſtoms 


that are legally charged upon us without 


fraud or murmuring ; and by contributing 


voluntarily and liberally, when any particular 
emergencies of ſtate make it neceſſary, ſea- 


ſonable or proper. 


The Duty of private Chriſtians to obey, 


defend, and ſupport, by all reaſonable ways 


and means in their power, their civil 
Governor, or ſupreme Magiſtrate, is here 
taught and inculcated in ſuch clear and 
expreſs terms, and preſſed upon us by 
ſuch powerful and irrefſtable motives ; that 

: RE- 


9 
REBEELION muſt needs appear a crime of 
the deepeſt die, — of the moſt hernous and un- 
pardonable nature in almoſt every inſtance or 
concurrence of affairs whatſoever. 


How much more then in the preſent caſe? 
— when no violent oppreſſion of the Subject 
at the expence of law and equity ; when no 
unjuſtifiable uſurpation of men's privileges 
or poſſeſſions; no bold invaſions of their 
rights or liberties; no wild attempt to be 
abſolute, and rule without Parliament, or 
regard to laus; no unnatural endeavour to 
deprive us of reaſon and choice in the exer- 
ciſe of Religion, and to force a moſt mon- 


frrous, incredible, cruel, and more than bar- 


barous one upon us, at the hazard of our 


fortunes, our liberties, our lives : — when I 


tay nothing like theſe can, with regard to 


truth, be complained of, or indeed is ſo much 


as pretended, — Nay when we have a juſt and 
equal PRINCE upon the Throne, who 


appears well inclined and ready to indulge 
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his Subjects in every thing they have a right 
to, or can reaſonably claim.; who. is a true 
friend to the exerciſe of an ingenucus freedom 
in matters of Religion; infringes no civil 
right that the Jaws or cuſtoms of the coun- 
try have given any one: but ſeems . chiefly 
to aim at, and intend the good or happineſs 
of his Subjects. And, to crown all, when 
the only, idle pretence is to reſtore to the 
higheſt. truſt one that is moſt certainly al- 
together unqualified. for, and incapable of 
it: — to put the lives and fortunes of a free 
and independent people, into the hands of a 
creature of the moſt arbitrary and deſpotic 
Monarchs; — who. is a ſlave to bigotry and 
ſuperſtition himſelf, and thinks i it a'merit. to 
make all others like himſelf by the cruelleſt 
tortures;— and a moſt unpardonable crime 
too; — one that will expoſe him to endleſs 
perdition in hell, if he neglects to do it when 
he gets it in his powgr.; — whatever fair 
ſpeeches, ſolemn aſſurances, repeated promiſes, 
or ſacred oaths he may have given to the 

contrary. 
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c centrary. For all theſe are of no force when 

ö given to Heretics: and people are not only 
ar liberty, but it is a merit in them, and 
they are under the ſtrongeſt obligations, 
are required as they tender their ſalvation, 
and would avoid being damned, to break 
- them, when the ſervice of what they are uſed 
to call the true Church, that of Rome, re- 
quires it of them; i. e. when the d truction 
of Heretics, — all that differ the leaſt 
from them in point, either of do&#rine or 
practice, or the maki ng converts to Popery 
render it expedient. 


Suppoſing then what the moſt ſanguine 
abettors and favourers of the preſent moſt 
unnatural and unpardbnable Rebellion can aſk, 
that the perſon they are hazarding their Ives 
and ſalvation for, had by birth or deſcent a 
conditional title to the Crown of theſe Realms, 
he muſt have forfeited it by bis Religion: 

and were there nothing elſe in the way, that 
alone would be an inſuperable objection t 
8 his 
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his ſucceeding to the Throne; ill our pre- 
ſent moſt happy conſtitution in Church and 
State be utterly ſubverted and deſtroyed, — 


For by the higheſt authority in theſe 
Realms, King, Lords, and Commons toge- 
ther, it has, — moſt agreeably to the funda- 
mental principles of the conſtitution, — the 
genius of the people, — and the welfare of 
theſe kingdoms, been more than once pro- 
vided and reſolved, with the greateſt delibe- 
ration, and equal w:i/dom, —That no Papiſt, 
or reputed Papiſt ſhall ever be capable of 
ſucceeding to the Crown of theſe Realms. 


This principle chiefly it was, that brought 
on, and vindicated the Rx vol ur Io: and 
this, I ſuppoſe, it is that juſtifies, and may 
well bear out the body of the nation, that 
have been admitted to places of any truſt or 
confidence, in di/avowing and abjuring a 
Popiſb Pretender. 
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Profeſſed Papiſts indeed may urge that the 
ſame authority that made, can unmake or re- 
peal.— This in general, and as to particular 
Natutes muſt be allowed. But it is not re- 
pealing a ſingle ſtatute or tus; but ſubverting 
the Government, changing the diſpoſition of 
the people, and deſtroying their rights and 
liberties intirely, that can anſwer this pur- 
poſe.— Beſides the power of undoing or re- 
pealing is in the preſent caſe, and / long as 
things ſtand on their old footing, urged moſt 
unſeaſonably, and can be of no force, 


It is not what may be hereafter ; but what 
now actually is, that is the point in queſtion. 


No one doubts but that if the Rebels 
extravagant, unchriſtian, and licentious at- 
tempts were to ſucceed, the ſame, or if 
poſſible ſtronger, proviſions would be made 
to exclude Proteſtants ; that now are, and 
have long been in being, to keep Papiſts out 
of the Throne. | 
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A proſpect of this may rejoice the Papiſts ; 

but muſt be a ſerious affliction and calamity 
to every Proteſtant of whatever denomina- 
tion : to think that perſecution, cruelty, ty- 
ranny and ſlavery are not only about to be 
brought in upon himſelf ; but to be entailed, 
as far at leaſt as hyman power can entail 
them, upon his wretched p2terity too ! 


But ſuppoſe people can be regardleſs of 
their poſterity : can they be inſenfible to what 
they fee! themſelves ? 


They are fncere, or otherwiſe, in the pro- 
feſſion of the Protgftant Religion, 


If the farmer; they are to expect that their JF | 
fortunes, their liberties, their lives too per- 
haps, and after having ſuffered the crueleſt 

tortures, muſt bo facrificed to * Religion. 

If rere, z if wed 4400 if of ay, 
or of no Religion, as they Selmer 015 ſerve 

their | 
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their purpoſe: they will do well not to be 
over ſecure, and altogether fearleſs of danger. 

They may . impoſe upon a good natured 
neighbour, and by their ſpeeches and actions 
eaſily make him believe his, or that of them: 
but can they fo eaſily impoſe upon an inqui- 
ſition ? — can they be at ll times, — in their 
looſer hours, — and before all companies conſiſtent 
with themſelves in a he? — can they appear 


: of to the moſt prying and penetrating eye, ſin- 
chat cere and zealous Papiſts,— devotees of the 
moſt phantaſtical, abſurd and ſuperſtitious 
Religion in the world, — when in all their 
pro- lives they never had a ſerious regard for any 


Religion whatever ?— It is not a great deal of 
| complaiſance and ſervile giving into any opi- 
their nion; but a content account of, and Ready 
per- Y adberence to what they call the true, the Ca- 
acleſt Y 2Zholic Religion, that can ſecure to them their 
gion. Vrtunes, their liberties, their lives. | 


Profeſſed Papiſts, and people obnoxious 
to the government they live under, may | 
B2 '. fincereh, | 
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ſincerely, and perhaps reaſonably enough, wiſh 


for a change: but for ſincere Proteſtants of 
any denomination whatever to join them ; 
and eſpecially if they have any becoming 


ſenſe of liberty, or conſiderable property to 


defend, 1s the greateſt folly and madneſs, as 
well as the moſt complicated, and abominable 


ſin and w1 ckedneſs. 


They render themſelves obnoxious to the 


preſent government ;— expoſe their fortunes, 


their liberties, their lives to manifeſt and im- 


pending ruin; — involve their country, their 


neighbours, their relations, their friends, in 
civil contentions, devaſtation, ruin, and blood; 
in order to bring about an event, which they 
would have the greateſt reaſon to curſe their 
own folly, if they ſhould ever be unhappy | 
enough to ſucceed in; and at the fame tine 
act moſt inconſiſtently with the hope of their 


calling, incur the diſpleaſure of Almighty 


God, and entail upon themſelves, without 
repentance, endleſs perdition both of body 
and ſoul in hell, 

The 
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The folly and madneſs, as well as the ex- 
treme fin and wickedneſs of this deluſion is fo 


apparent, that I hope very few, if any ſincere 
Proteſtants will ſuffer themſelves to be be- 


And indeed the ready and unanimous con- 
currence of all parties, ranks, and conditions 
to aſſiſt with their voices, — their purſes, — 
their heads, — their hearts, — and their hands, 
againſt the common diſturbers of our peace 
and tranquility, affords us incouragement to 
preſage, that this daring and violent attempt 
will be altogether as unſucceſsful, as it is baſe, 
unnatural, and inexcuſable. 


The honeſt, ſeaſonable, and truly loyal Zeal 
of the Merchants, boldly and early ſtepping 
forth as one man to preſerve the ſinking credit 
of the nation, and reſtore it to its former 
pitch of glory and luſtre ; when the meane/? 
artifices, and ba/eft practices had, with 790 
much ſucceſs, been made uſe of to under- 
mine and deſtroy it: — the numerous and 


hearty addreſſes from all bodies of men, and 
| parts 


proportion they ſhall judge proper. 
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parts of the kingdom : — the ſolemn aſſurances 
of zeal and fidelity to the Royal PERSON, 


and FAMILY, that now happily preſides 


over us; and of the utmoſt deteſtation and 
abhorrence of all treaſonable attempts, and 
particularly of the preſent : the voluntary 
afſeciations entered into in almoſt all coun- 
ties in the kingdom ; and the liberal con- 
tributions made in order to raiſe forces to 
repel and ſuppreſs the preſent Rebellion, and 
any Invaſion, that may be attempted ;—do all 
concur to perſuade a reaſonable and well 
grounded hope, that all our enemies enter- 
priſes will by the bleſſing of Almighty God 
be happily defeated ; and end in the diſap- 
pointment, if not in the deſruction of thoſe, 
who devi sed, and Jaboured to execute them. 


The Subſcription for this County is now 
open: and all perſons in this pariſb, the 
principal inhabitants at leaſt, will ſoon have 
it in their power to contribute to it in that 


Public 
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| Public collections cannot always be juſtifi- 
| | ed; and the managers of them often lay 
; themſelves open to blame. 
| | The end however propoſed to be ſerved 
F.-Y by this collection is certainly one of the bef, 
that can be ; —to defend our KING, our 
country, our laws, our poſſeſſions, our liberties, 
our religion, our lives, when in very great, 
ö if not the utmoſt danger, from domeſtic In- 
| | ſurrections, and foreign Invaſions. and I ſin- 
l ö cerely hope that the monies ſubſcribed, and 
| 1 to be raiſed for that purpoſe, will be well, 
wiſely and honeſtly, laid out; fo as may beſt 
| | ſerve the intereſts of our KING and Country, 
| and defeat the common diſturbers of this 
| | kingdom: — and that the managers future 
| conduct will be altogether as free from blame, 
as ſome former ſteps of theirs have by ſome 
| been thought open to ſuſpicion, or exception | 
rather, | 
. Boys may be of a good natural temper, | 
and have all the good qualities they are ca- 
Fable of; but can never, as it is with a gredlt. 
deal 
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deal of reaſon and truth urged againſt us, 
have that experience, that reſolution, that pa- 
tience of hardſhips and want, that firmneſs 
and preſence of mind in danger, to qualify 
them to command Men. — However a ſingle 
Commiſſion or tuo given to perſons of 
greener years than might have been wiſhed, 
can never, one would hope, be ſufficient to 
ruin ſo unqueſtionably good and great a 
deſign, or prejudice people againſt furthering 
it according to their power. 

Self indeed is apt to weigh much, and 
enter far into the deſigns and meaſures of 
many, who talk moſt, and loudeſt of the public: 
but I would willingly preſume that e 
people of abilities, figure and ftation, will 
be found ſo mean ſpirited, ſo mercenary, and 
baſe, as to ſcheme at aggrandizing a particu- 
lar perſon, family, or intereſt, when their 
King and Country, their liberty and property, 
their religion and their Ii ves, claim their /e- 
rious regard and attention, their immediate 
and beft endeavours to preſerve and defend. 

May 


4 ( 17 ) 
| ; May the Alwiſe GOD, by whom Kings 
I reign, and in whoſe. hands are the hearts of 
all the children of men, give us all the wi/- 
dom to fee and know our true good; and the 
reſolution to purſue it uniformly, and with all 
our might !— May HE convince us that it 
is our true intereſt to defend and ſupport his 
Sacred Majeſty King GEORGE, and the 
Royal Family in the peaceable government of - 
theſe nations; and to oppoſe, to the utmoſt 
of our power, all his open and reſerved, his 
foreign and domeſtic enemies : — And may HE 
give that ſucceſs to his Majeſty's counſels and 
arms, and thoſe of his dutiful, loyal, and zea- 
tous ſubjefts ; that they may very ſoon obtain 
and ſecure peace, ſafety, and proſperity to 
theſe kingdoms! 
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